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Rural social work and its subject role orientation
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Abstract: Rural social work includes traditional poverty-relief, mainstream service carried out by special social

organizations and other service executed by teams such as Lugen and Qionghongpeili. For farmers, these social workers

play the role as educators, guides, service suppliers or welfare favourer, team workers or accompaniers. The basic

function of rural social work is to organize and execute rural social service, which mainly implement the task relating to

rural social welfare and social helping as well as supplying service. At present, the role of rural social workers are

favourer and accompanier, among which accompanier means serving farmers, serving together with farmers and

supporting farmers to serve themselves. In practice, rural social workers select their role according to real situation: to be

social favourers or social servers, to be conflict interceders or harmonizers, to be development promoters, or to be

performers or promoters of the self-governance of rural communities (rural civil society).
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