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Value and protection using of farm implements heritage
DING Xiao-lei, WANG Si-ming, ZHUANG Gui-ping
(College of Humanities & Social Sciences, Nanjing Agricultural University, Jiangsu 210095, China)

Abstract: Farm implements heritage is a part of agricultural civilization, which were invented in ancient agriculture times
and the improvement of these implements was slow or even ceased in modern agriculture times. These implements can be
categorized into 17 types including implements for ploughing, seeding, tending and harvesting. Farm implements heritage
is full of historical value, artistic value, tourism value and education value. Today, the main methods of protection and
utilization include museum exhibition, listing in intangible cultural heritage, miniature crafts show and living exhibition
in festivals. The protection of farm implement heritage faces a nhumber of challenges, including too much focus on
material implements, over-dependence on tourism and a lack of comprehensive protection system. Therefore, the cardinal
principle to guarantee the integral inheritance and sustainable development of agricultural civilization is to explore the
time and regional features of farm implements heritage, and to find multiple ways and modes of protection instead of
relying on a single industry.
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