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Family Farms: The Dominant Market Player of Modern Chinese Agriculture
LANG Xiu-yun
(School of Marxism of Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: The characteristics of Chinese resources, the development of the society and economy, and its institutional
structure have laid the foundation to innovate the agricultural management organization. Family farms, suited to the
man-land relation, the process of industrialization, urbanization and citizenization, and also linked with the existing land
system, turns out to be a necessary choice for Chinese agricultural moderate-scale management under the resource
constraints. Family farms based on the family management regard peasants as the main body. Once expanded the scale, it
will be conducive to safeguard food security and increasing peasants’ income. More important is that it can avoid the
severe polarization of rural stratum and contribute to China’s social stability and steady economic transformation.
Compared with the commercialized management of agriculture, family farms possess the advantages of both the family
management and the enterprise operation to realize the maximization of the labor productivity and land productivity, and
also the relative balance between rural economic development and social risk control, so family farms will become the
dominant market player of modern Chinese agriculture.
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