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Development conditions of family farms: A case study on Songjiang Mode
WANG Zhen, LI Fan
(College of Humanities and Development Studies, China Agricultural University, Beijing 100193, China)

Abstract: Family farms in China emerged as early as in 1980s in the name of “farms for families of staff of the
state-owned farms”. However, family farms started actual development since 2008, and the Songjiang Mode from
Shanghai was the one with more influence. In 2013, with the issuance of the "NO.1 Document” by the Central
Government, the government of Shanghai Municipality started to promote the “Songjiang Mode” which deemed as the
mode grows mature gradually. Practices in Songjiang District indicated that for the development of family farms, there
should be several basic conditions including: 1) population engaged in agriculture decreased and land transferring became
smooth, 2) effective fiscal and policy support from government, 3) good and healthy social services and external
environment.
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