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Lost in value and suicide of elderly:
Based on investigation in village J of Jingshan county, Hubei

LIU Rui, YANG Hua

(Research Center of China Rural Governance, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: The suicide of rural elderly is related with structure transformation and lost in value, which may be motivated
by much concern towards their offspring, family conflicts, loneliness or diseases. The author divides famer’s value
system into three parts: ontological value, social value and subjectivity value. In this system, ontological value can be
regarded as the basis and social value is an important supplement of it, which both are united under "living a peaceful life
" practice and regulated by village culture network; while subjectivity value comes after the loss of the former two
values, and is closely related to modernization of village. Thus, the collapse of ontological value, the loss of social value
and the forceful choice of subjectivity value may follow the loss of family ethics and weakening of village life norms,

resulting the chaotic situation of value placing and suicide be the end.
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