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Classification and comparison of the provincial higher education development in China:
Based on panel data from 2004 to 2011 in 31 provinces (autonomous regions and cities)
DING Jing, ZHU Jing, LU Yan
(College of Economics  Management Science, Anhui Agricultural University, Hefei 230036, China)

Abstract: Based on the evaluation index system formed with the input-output of higher education and the panel data from
2004 to 2011 in 31 provinces (autonomous regions and cities), using comprehensive evaluation matrix and cluster analysis,
the author drew conclusions as following: 31 provinces (autonomous regions and cities) could be classifies into three
types—developed areas, less developed areas and backward areas. The developed areas included Beijing, Tianjin and
Shanghai. The less developed areas consisted of fourteen provinces including Hubei, Shanxi, Liaoning and others. Fourteen
provinces including Sichuan, Gansu, Hainan and others belonged to backward areas. In a whole, the higher education has
significantly improved. However, owing to the impact of economic, policy, population, geographical conditions and other
factors, the change trend of the input-output of higher education was different among and internal provinces.
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