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Traditional Chinese rural culture activities and its governance functions:
Based on the case study in the D Village of Shanxi Province
LIU Chao, LIU Ming?

(1.School of Political Science and Public Administration, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072,Ching;
2. Institute of Modern History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100006,China)

Abstract: Based on the case study in D Village of Shanxi Province, the public cultural activities in the countryside,
including the temple activities, shehuo, weddings and funerals activities, which can not only cultivate the consciousness
of the village collective identity and the ability of collective action, condense the village’s social capital, enrich the
governance resources of the village, but also construct the production mechanism of rural elite, meet the demand of the
villagers' spiritual culture, promote the construction of the rural culture and optimization of governance structure
effectively. Implications of these activities and experiences are as follows, rural cultural construction must be adapted to
the local social structure, the sustainable development of rural culture needs a certain civil organization and local talent
support and the cultivation of modern rural culture must be rooted in the local historical and cultural traditions.

Keywords: traditional cultural activities; temple activities; Shehuo; weddings and funerals activities; governance
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