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A study on imitated Kinship of “brothers” in east Zhejiang province:
Based on the investigation of Xiawan village in Ninghai county
Li Yongping
(Department of Sociology, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Based on a survey in the east village of Zhejiang province, It is found that the imitated kinship of “brothers”
aimed at mutual help is a common phenomenon in the local village and it constitutes the important supplements of
farmers’ social mutual aid system. The “brothers” relationship has the characteristics of strongly functional .
organizational . individual and strong adaptability. The weak social structure which is shaped by weak blood relationship
and weak geopolitical relations, and the inward life orientation which is shaped by the small-scale. self-sufficient
economy, is the social basis of “brothers” relationship. Blood relationship. geopolitical relations and "brother"”
relationship forms the tripartite confrontation in village, each in its proper place.
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