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Analysis of spatial distribution evolution and determinants of rapeseed production in China
CHENG Yuanzi, LI Gucheng, LI Qiannan

(Economics and Management College & Center for Hubei Rural Development, Huazhong Agricultural University,
Wuhan, 430070, China)

Abstract: Based on the producing concentration index, production scale index, origin concentration coefficient, efficiency
comparative advantage index, scale comparative advantage index and comprehensive comparative advantage index, the
empirical analysis of the spatial distribution evolution of China’s rapeseed production during the period of 1993-2013 shows
that: The main rapeseed production provinces have changed little since 1993, but the ranking of some main provinces has
changed, of which the ranking of main provinces in Southwest China and Central China move up significantly, but the
ranking of main provinces in Northwest China and East China has declined with different degrees; in view of the regional
distribution, the spatial evolution of China’s rapeseed production presents the characters of “eastward subtraction, northward
move and westward expansion”; the increasing of coefficient volatility of rapeseed origin concentration indicates that the
origin concentration degree of China's rapeseed production is moving toward a higher level, and the origin becomes more
and more concentrated; after a further measuring of three comparative advantage index, this paper finds that most of the main
rapeseed production provinces have along-time stability in efficiency advantage, scale advantage, comprehensive
comparative advantage, and the Yangtze River Valley, the northern spring rape districts as well as other traditional rapeseed

production areas always have a stable comparative advantage.
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