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Industrialization and shrinking in the social space of rural market:

Taken P city in Jiaodong region as an example
XU Jingbo
(School of Political Science and Law, Zhengzhou University of Light Industry, Zhengzhou 450001, China)

Abstract: The rural market is not only the consumer market for the traditional rural society, but also the social space
which meets the farmer's social interaction, religion belief, entertainment and community identity. The case study based
on P city in Jiaodong region shows that the market’s function as social space is shrinking with the process of rural
industrialization. Since that the farmers’ leisure time is compressed and fragmentized, their participation in the
non-economic activity hold at market is less. The social interaction function of rural markets is weakening and shifting to
factories. The social function of temple fair declines and its economic function highlights, and the temple fairs tend to be
“single goods exchange” or “part of the tourism industry”. The fuzzy boundary of open air markets causes the marriage
circle, sacrifice circle and the public circle of discussion to be attacked, which leads to the fade of the marketing
community.
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