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Integrative function and practical characteristic of village temple fairs:

Based on the research of temple fairs in Guanzhong plain
L1 Yong-ping, DU Peng

(1.Department of sociology, Wuhan University, Wuhan, 430072; 2. Research Center For Rural Governance, Huazhong
University of Science and Technology, Wuhan, 430074)

Abstract: Based on survery of temple fairs in Guanzhong, it shows that the temple fairs which has embedded in local
society is the most important public activity in Guanzhong rural areas. Through the integration of religion,
communication,culture and market, temple fairs has constructed a collective effervescence which focuses on the
particular village; The characteristics of “the integration of the sacred and the secular’means the realization of social
order integration. As the mediation between man and god, temple fairs accomdate sacred content into common daily
life,stimulate strong and continous energy into the order reproduction from aspect of rational time arrangement, efficient
space allocation and subjective cooperation.As a result, the temple affairs has strengthened the rural community identity
and concentrated the villiagers’ power and integration of local society.

Key Words: temple fair; social order; integration mechanism; the integration of the sacred and the secular; Guanzhong
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