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Re-debate and integration on social capital theory
LONG Huan*?, WANG Cuirong®

(1.School of Public Administration and Law, Hunan Agricultural University, Changsha 410128, China;
2.School of Public Administration, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: The analysis from individual and group, micro, medium and macro level of social capital can get the idea that
social capital should be the social capital but not the individual's "social capital”. To examine the nature of social capital
from the social aspect, cultural norms of social level name the social capital as subjective norms or culture that can impel
people to cooperation, is significantly better than the theory of subject ability and network structure, and can better realize
the self consistent logic of social capital theory. Considering from the social group level, social capital, as an informal
group norm, its function is neutral and can promote the trust and cooperation among the group, thereby can enhance the
interests of each other. To clarify the nature and function of social capital, we can make a restriction on the level and the
boundary of social capital, separate it from civil society, community, trust and network system, bridge the differences as
well as realize theory integration.
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