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Organizational features and governance mechanism of village sage council:

Based on the investigation of village sage council in Qingyuan
SUN Min
(School of History, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: Based on the study of the village governance process by village sage council in Jiulong Town, Qingyuan City,
Guangdong province, this paper finds that in some natural villages with strong traditional clan culture, the village sage
council, an informal social organization, working under the organization structure of village head cooperating with the
head of family branch, acting with individual vs. individual logic, implementing with substantive democracy, effectively

activates the subjectivity of peasants' participation in villager autonomy and provides a possible path to improving the
grass-roots governance.
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