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Evolution path of households’ livelihood strategies and its impact on agricultural land use

patterns: Based on the investigation of 291 farmer households in Hunan

WU Yuantingyan, YANG Jun*
(College of Resources & Environment, Hunan Agricultural University, Changsha 410128, China)

Abstract: Based on the investigation of 291 peasant households in Taojiang county and Changsha county of Hunan
province, from two aspects of livelihood diversity and the income proportion of advanced livelihood, this paper reveals
the evolution law of the livelihood strategies of “single livelihood — livelihood diversification —dominant livelihoods".
The results show that: the livelihood diversity appears the trend of increasing-decreasing-stable, and simultaneously the
income proportion of advanced livelihood gradually increased. The evolution of livelihood strategies has had significant
influence on the intensity of agricultural land use, utilization structure and operate manner, which means more funds and
material instead of labor inputting on land, land use types and the cropping patterns adjusting toward the high yield and
low labor input pattern, scale and specialization of land operate improving.
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