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Four stages and characteristics of urbanization evolution in new China:

Based on the urban-rural relationship

ZUO Wenmin, FAN Renjing, CHI Mengxin
(Department of Sociology, Peking University, BEIJING 100871, China)

Abstract: Since the founding of PRC, the evolution of urbanization has gone through four different historical stages, and
each stage has its own characteristics. During the urban-rural dual structure period (1949—1978), the institutions such as
state monopoly of the purchase and marketing and allotment system of production goods and consumption goods, made
urban-rural and industrial-agricultural separation by administrative means, forming a closed and inflexible urban-rural
relationship, resulting in a slow urbanization process for three decades. During the industrial urbanization period (1979—
1994), urbanization was driven by industrialization, especially depended on the development of township enterprises and
small towns. During the land urbanization period (1995—2013), urbanization focused on land and city, forming a trinity
with““land, finance, banking” urbanization model. These three stages of urbanization left some historical problems, and
the slow process of citizenization and the decline of rural area are particularly salient problems. The idea and practice of
new urbanization (since 2014), which is human-oriented and tries to balance the development of urban and rural area, is
to correct the drawbacks and historical problems of industrial urbanization and land urbanization.
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