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Problems and countermeasures of application of life imprisonment system in China
PENG Zhongyao

(School of Law/Collaborative Innovation Center of Judicial Civilization, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: The life imprisonment system is stipulated in paragraph 4 of article 44 of the Amendment to the Criminal Law
(IX). The preliminary practice shows that the system of life imprisonment in China still has some problems, such as
unclear standard of application, too narrow scope of application and lack of social mechanism of criminals return to
society. With reference to foreign experience, China should make clearly applicable standards of life imprisonment
system, make detailed regulations for the concept such as circumstances of the crime of embezzlement and bribery
crime especially serious losses to the country and the people's interests as well as amount is especially huge; expanding
the applicable scope of the life imprisonment system for serious crime which in the short term is difficult to abolish the
death penalty; take correction measure like great meritorious performances and forgiveness provisions.

Keywords: Amendment to the Criminal Law (IX) life imprisonment; applicable standards; scope of application; great
meritorious performance
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