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Differences in cognitive ability and influencing factors between the children living with
migrant workers and left-behind children: Based on CEPS (2013-2014) data
YU Weigin, HU Hao
(College of Economics and Management, Nanjing Agriculture University, Nanjing 210095, China)

Abstract: This paper uses the data of China Education Panel Survey(2013-2014) and PSM from the perspective of family
cultural environment to analyze the differences between cognitive ability and influencing factors between the children
living with migrant workers and left-behind children. It is found that the cognitive ability of the children living with
migrant workers is 0.098 higher than that of the left-behind children significantly. Compared with left-behind children,
the children living with migrant workers has a better family cultural environment. Family cultural endowment, family
cultural resources, parent-child cultural interaction and parent-child cultural behavior are significantly higher than those
of left-behind children by 0.210, 0.449, 0.086, 0.373. Family cultural endowment, family cultural resources and family
cultural activities have positive effects on the development of cognitive ability of children of floating population.
However, between two types of children of floating population, the promotion effect of family cultural environment is
different. Among the children living with migrant workers, the influence of family cultural resources and parent-child
cultural behavior are more significant. Among left-behind children, the influence of family cultural endowment, family
cultural resources and parent-child cultural interaction are more significant.
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