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Higher Vocational College Students’ Willingness to Be Engaged in Agriculture
and Its Influencing Factors: a Perspective of Planned Behavior Theory
YIN Zhiyang'?

(1.College of Economics and Management, Suzhou Polytechnic Institute of Agriculture, Suzhou, Jiangsu, 215008;
2.College of Economics and Management, Nanjing Agriculture University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210095)

Abstract: Based on Planned Behavior Theory and the data of a survey on 322 new graduates in 2019 from 14
agricultural-related majors in 3 high-quality vocational colleges in Jiangsu Province,an empirical study was conducted to
to analyze factors affecting the participants’ willingness to be engaged in agriculture with the structural equation model.
The results show that the participants’ attitudes, subjective norms and perceived behavior control have significant
influence on their farming willingness. As for their attitudes towards being a farmer, these new graduates are much more
concerned about what benefits and risks their work in the agricultural field will bring to themselves and their families in
the future, and make the final balance according to the perceived benefits and risks. In terms of the influence of subjective
norms, these students tend to adopt the opinions of their families, senior students who have been employed in the
agricultural field, and the advice of their tutors whom they are familiar with. With regard to the control of perceived
behavior, the biggest influences are the expectancy about their future farming life, the accumulated agricultural internship

experience in colleges and the accumulated time required to obtain a higher income.

Keywords: willingness to be engaged in agriculture; Planned Behavior Theory; Higher Vocational Colleges; Agriculture-

related Majors; Structural Equation Model
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