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On the connection between social small-scale peasant and new modern agricultural
technology: Based on the investigation of agricultural technology
extension service in Guangxi Plain
FENG Chuan
(School of Politics and Public Administration, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: In common agricultural areas without organizational mechanism, the question of "how to link modern
agriculture with small-scale peasants” can be locked into the question of "how to link new modern agricultural
technologies with small-scale peasants”. The essential characteristic of "small-scale peasant™ is "to locate and determine
one's own behavior and time in comparison with others". Due to the structure adopted by "sociality" for agrarian
production technology, the new modern agricultural technology provided by the agricultural technology extension service
encountered serious obstruction, so the adaptation dilemma between the agricultural technology extension service and
"social small-scale peasant" appeared. Therefore, agricultural technology extension services can only bypass the
"sociality" of small-scale peasants to seek breakthrough. The demonstration and leading role of cadres, the opportunity in
the development concept of small-scale farmers' families, and the desire of marginal producers for agricultural
technology guidance are all outside the production logic of "social small-scale farmers", providing space for the effective
connection of modern agricultural new technology and small-scale agricultural production.

Keywords: modern agricultural technology; social small-scale peasant; promotion of agricultural technology; logic of
peasants’ behavior
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