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The measurement and fulfillment of the basic needs standard of China’s households

Based on the data of the China Family Panel Studies 2018 (CFPS 2018)
CHENG Zhongpei

(School of Government, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Based on the data of the China Family Panel Studies 2018 (CFPS 2018), using the Extend Linear Expenditure
System(ELES), this paper measured the basic needs standard of China’s urban and rural households, and further
compared it with the minimum livelihood guarantee standards and minimum wage standards. This result shows that
almost one-third of the household’s per capita income is below the standard of basic needs, some social policy projects
have low levels of protection and regional imbalances. For families whose basic needs are not fulfilled, government
support and family relative help are the main guarantees. China’s social policy should pay attention to the basic needs of
people, improve the level of protection of social policy project standards, and encourage members of society to help each
other.
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