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Social influence and governance of rural bachelors’
uncustomary marriage and childbearing behavior
WANG Jing
(School of Social Development, East China Normal University = Shanghai 200241 China)

Abstract: A field survey of five villages in D County, Anhui Province showed that to satisfy their needs of marraige and
childbearing, the rural bachelors eliminated by the first marriage market would have uncustomary marriage and
childbirth behaviors such as buying a bride, marital fraud, and cohabitation with married women which led to negative
social effects such as the prevalence of unhealthy subcultures in villages, the difficulty of grassroots governance, the

weakening of government credibility, the decline of population quality, and the triggering of a new round deviant crimes.

In order to eliminate these adverse effects, it is of necessity to establish a joint mechanism of policy support and
optimizing public services, transforming the concepts and methods of grassroot governance, and innovating social
stereotypes.
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