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Number in English nouns: Studied from the perspective of gestalt-based cognition
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2.School of Humanities and Foreign Languages, Hunan Agricultural University, Changsha 410128, China)

Abstract: Gestalt-based cognition refers to cognition with gestalts as the reference point. It is closely related to the
number categories of nouns, which are the reflection of the quantitative characteristics of the things denoted by nouns in
language. From the perspective of gestalt-based cognition, the quantitative characteristics of nouns and the countability,
number meaning and form-meaning relations of nouns can be correctly understood. And this will result in providing the
cognitive motivation for a unified account of the countability, number meaning and form-meaning relations of English
nouns.
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> Countability thus means being able to
recognise different entities as members of the same
category so that they can be conceptually replicated
and counted
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linguistics  crowd, poultry

linguistics

sheep  bear, duck
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fish, sheep, deer
a tiger two tigers bear, duck,
heron
measles, shoot duck shoot waterfowl
raise ducks keep fowls

The duck leave some small piles

of finely-crushed mussel shells at their favoured

resting sites  duck << =04
crowd
i We observed three elephant in the
game park  The elephant are downwind of us
>3 [24]
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bears, ducks, herons, tigers
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family, gentry, livestock

apple, village, furniture, skittles, scissors
instrument
family, skittles
event, process, remark “ i My
family are all early risers
My family is a big one

apple, village, instrument
-S apples,
villages, instruments

a group, two
groups; a committee, several committees

mathematics, the United
States

cotton, silver,
tobacco

education, honesty, knowledge
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