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Is migration profit to social class change?
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Abstract: Based on the 2016 Chinese family tracking survey (CFPS) data, this paper analyzes the internal mechanism of
migration and its impact on social class changes. The results show that: migration can promote the rise of social class;
"learning by doing" and urban scale economy effect are important mechanisms for migration to affect individual social
class; migration can effectively promote upward social class mobility of migrant population, but there are heterogeneity
differences in the impact on intergenerational social class mobility; in the case of simultaneous migration of fathers and
children, migration is not conducive to the promotion of intergenerational social mobility; urban development has certain
restrictions on the social class changes of migrants. The policy suggestions put forward in this paper are to improve the

social security level of migrants, to allow migrant population and local population to enjoy equal public services, to share

the fruits of economic growth equally, and to promote class mobility in China.
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