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Chinese people’s poverty attribution and its relevant factors:
Based on the data of Chinese Social Survey 2017
CHENG Zhongpei
(School of Government, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Based on the typological framework of poverty attribution, and using Chinese Social Survey (CSS) data to
measure Chinese people's poverty attribution. Statistics show that Chinese people tend to attribute poverty to individual
reasons such as low ability and laziness, and few agree that destiny or social factors lead to poverty. The study also found
that Chinese people’s poverty attribution is presented in five types: individual defect type, destiny endowment type,
individual ability type, cultural endowment type and social system type. The regression analysis results show that relevant
factors such as gender, age, income, social assistance, social status, education, party membership, ethnicity, religious
beliefs, and welfare attitudes have a significant impact on Chinese people’s poverty attribution, but the influence of

regional characteristics is not significant.
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