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Will population mobility reduce fertility level?
Reexamination based on floating population of the agricultural household registration
LIANG Tonggui
(School of Social Development, East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstracts: This paper points out that a blind spot exists in the previous studies on the effect of migration mobility on
fertility level, namely, the lack of analysis on the birth place of the children of the floating migration. After making up for
the blind spot, Poisson regression and Heckman two-stage model are reused to analyze the effect of population mobility on
fertility. The results of Poisson regression show that the number of the children of floating population with agricultural
household registration is 0.855 times that of the rural locals, the number of the children of rural-urban floating population
is 0.840 times that of the rural locals, and the cumulative fertility rate of the two types of floating population is lower than
that of the rural locals. The regression results of Heckman two-stage model show that the number of the children of the
floating population with agricultural household registration and that of rural-urban floating population reduce respectively
0.237 1 and 0.268 compared with the number of children of rural locals. Hence, population mobility does exert a causal

influence on the fertility decline.
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