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Impact of cultural distance on Chinese rural labor’s transnational mobility

ZHOU Fenfen, LUO Guanggiang
(College of Economics, Hunan Agricultural University, Changsha 410128, China)

Abstract: Based on the data of Chines rural labor’s mobility to 19 countries from 2008 to 2019, this paper analyzes how
cultural distance affects Chinese rural labor’s mobility by using Extended Gravity Model. Results show that cultural
distance has a significant negative effect on the Chinese rural labor’s transnational mobility, and the number of the
Chinese rural labor entering the target country increases by 68.8 % with the reduction in the cultural distance per unit
from the target country. Regional heterogeneity exists in the influence of cultural distance on the Chinese rural labor’s
transnational mobility, and the barrier effect is stronger in developed countries than in developing countries. Currently, it
is of necessity to further promote the action plan of the Belt and Road Initiative and the construction of a community with
a shared future for mankind, accelerate the international dissemination of Chinese culture, strengthen cultural integration
and inclusion, formulate targeted cultural exchange strategies and enhance the cultural training of the target country.
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