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From compulsion to inducement: Evolution and innovation path of
reservoir migration policy -- a case study of reservoir resettlement policy
in Hunan province

DU Chunlin, CHENG Liqi
(School of Public Administration, Hohai University, Nanjing 211100, China)

Abstract: Since the founding of the People's Republic of China, the Party and the government have continuously
increased the protection of the rights and interests of reservoir migrants, and the resettlement situation has gradually
improved. Taking the reservoir migration policy changes in Hunan province in the past 70 years as an example, this
study analyzes characteristics and logic of the historical evolution of reservoir migration policy in Hunan Province
based on institution change theory. It is found that the reservoir immigration policy has a trend from forced institutional
change to the induced institutional change, and the resettlement mode, compensation mode and policy form of reservoir
resettlement policy have presented new characteristics. The historical evolution of reservoir migration policy follows
the logical transformation from top-down to bottom-up system formation, from radical to gradual operation mechanism
and from survival to development. The research suggests that the innovative path of sustainable development of
reservoir resettlement policy should be put forward from three aspects: main body cooperation, behavior choice and
interest integration.
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