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The configurations and adaptation paths of farmers’ conversion to organic agriculture
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Abstract: Based on the survey cases of Xinjiang farmers and by using necessary condition analysis (NCA) and fuzzy-set
qualitative comparative analysis(fSQCA) from a configuration perspective, the configuration effects of multiple
influencing factors of social capital, public policies and individual farmer on farmers’ conversion to organic agriculture
have been analyzed, and the multiple adaptation paths to promoting farmers’ conversion to organic agriculture have been
explored. The results show that any single factor like social capital, public policies and individual farmer does not block
farmers’ conversion to organic agriculture while multiple factors interactively forms the diversified configurations for
farmers’ conversion to organic agriculture. There are four types of adaptation situation and corresponding configuration
paths: government-guided cognition-driven type, government-assisted organization-driven type, resource-based
policy-driven type and policy-escorted social-capital-driven type. Different configuration path presents multiple
equivalent paths to promoting farmers’ conversion to organic agriculture. There are three configuration types of
non-conversion to organic agriculture, and absence of government policy is the core condition, which reveals that the
government policy plays an important role in boosting farmers” conversion to organic agriculture.
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