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How can urban public services enhance migrant workers’ permanent migration
willingness: A perspective of multi-dimensional relative poverty
improvement from reference frame substitution

TONG Dajian, JIN Yuting
(College of Economics & Management, Anhui Agricultural University, Hefei 230031, China)

Abstract: From the perspective of multi-dimensional relative poverty improvement, this paper uses the matching data of
the China Migrants Dynamic Survey Volumes C and D in 2017 as well as twenty-six districts (counties and cities) among
four corresponding cities and explores the operation mechanism of urban public services to enhance migrant workers’
permanent migration willingness. The results show that the rising intensity of multi-dimensional relative poverty inhibits
migrant workers’ willingness to permanent urban migration, and the urban public services can improve migrant workers’
multi-dimensional relative poverty under the reference frame of urban residents; thereby enhancing their urban permanent
migration willingness. The heterogeneity tests find that urban public services mainly improves multi-dimensional relative
poverty of migrant workers with residence permits, of the elderly generation, the mobility within the provinces as well as
for better education for their children, thereby strengthening their willingness to permanent urban migration.
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