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Research on the formation mechanism and governance implications of rural elderly
poverty from the perspective of intergenerational contract

JIN Jing
(School of Humanities and Law, Zhejiang A&F University, Zhejiang 311300, China)

Abstract: Family is the basic formation field of elderly poverty, so a thorough understanding of the formation is
conducive to optimizing the governance of old-age poverty. Based on the theoretical perspective of intergenerational
contract and through the empirical analysis of Nan village, Jiang County, it is pointed out that the intergenerational
contract within the family is an important mechanism of the elderly to deal with the risk of poverty. Under the impact of
risks such as intergenerational cleavage, intergenerational game and intergenerational poverty radiation, this mechanism
is unstable, which aggravates the poverty risk or poverty degree of the elderly. Although the governance can effectively
alleviate the economic poverty of the elderly, it hard to alleviate other dimensions of the elderly poverty. And the
governance gradually deviated from its goal in the process of over-intervention in the family. Based on the analysis, the
pathes of the governance in rural elderly poverty is proposed from two aspects. Firstly, the basic logic of the governance
in rural elderly poverty should be changed from intergenerational contract to national contract. Secondly, the policies of
rural elderly poverty should be changed from stressing the responsibility to enabling.
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