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How much labor input does China’s agricultural production need?
Comparison between actual input and appropriate input and its implication

CHEN Yishan
(School of Marxism, Sun Yat—sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: Certain labor input is requisite for China’s agriculture, and reasonable remuneration should be provided to
agricultural workers. The actual labor input of China’s agricultural production between 2004 and 2018 has been calculated,
and the appropriate labor input has been measured according to the criterion of labor wage rate convergence. The result
shows that the actual labor input vastly outnumbers the appropriate labor input, and the scale of agricultural surplus labor
based on the appropriate labor input far exceeds the scale of agricultural idle labor based on actual labor input. Moreover,
although high labor input production like fruit and vegetable planting and livestock and poultry breeding has become the
main type of absorbing agricultural labor input. However, there is still a large number of agricultural surplus labor if

calculated according to the criterion of labor wage rate convergence.
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