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Can college student village officials improve rural governance in China?
Micro evidence from CRHPS2017
CUI Baoyu, XIAO Yao
(China Research Center on Rural Issues, Anhui University, Hefei 230009, China)

Abstract: Since the policy of college student village officials has been implemented in China for nearly 15years, the impact
of the policy needs to be reviewed and discussed. Using data from CRHPS2017, this thesis tests the impacts and
mechanisms of college student village officials policy on rural governance in China from the two levels which are service
supply and democratic management. The study shows that: College student village officials have played a certain degree
of promotion effect on rural governance, but their influence is limited, and they can only significantly increase the supply
of village services, but cannot promote the process of grass-roots democratization. The number of college student village
officials has an inverted "U" shape to the village service supply. The more college student village officials, the better, but
too many will reduce the level of village service supply. The influence of college student village officials on rural
governance is deeply affected by rural resource endowments and institutional environment, and the promotion effect of
college student village officials on the supply of village services is more obvious in villages with characteristic industries,
villages with a single surname structure and villages in the eastern region. College student village officials can increase the
supply of village services through political linkage and social mobilization mechanisms, but due to the short service period
and lack of practical experience, they cannot increase the supply of village services through the village collective income
increase mechanism. The research results of this paper provide an empirical test for the implementation effect of the policy
of college student village officials, and also provide useful enlightenment for improving the policy of college student village

officials and promoting the modernization of rural governance.
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