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How can social networks enhance migrant workers’ long-term settlement willingness

ZHANG Liangang, SHI Xiaoke®™, PENG Zhiyuan
(College of Economics & Management, Southwest Forestry University, Kunming 650224, China)

Abstract: Based on the data of China Migrants Dynamic Survey (CMDS) in 2017, the paper examines the impact of
social networks on migrant workers' urban settlement intention and its internal mechanism from the two aspects: the
relationship network of new generation farmers and social activity participation. The research shows that the new
relationship network of new generation farmers and social activity participation have a significantly positive impact on
migrant workers' urban settlement willingness. As the link between migrant workers and local residents in the
immigration area, social network can indirectly enhance migrant workers' urban settlement intention through wage
income and identity. The heterogeneity test finds that the influence of new generation farmers’ relationship network and
social activity participation on migrant workers' urban settlement willingness is manifested in the differences in the
experience of mobility, education and gender, namely, these individual characteristics have an interactive effect between
social networks. It is advisable to establish a good community management system, standardize the minimum wage of
employees in the employing units, promote the supply of different types of public services and play a leading role among
different groups to enhance migrant workers' urban settlement willingness.
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