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Study on the referential and assertive shifting of nouns from the perspective
of conceptual fluency theory
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(1.School of Humanities and Foreign Languages, Hunan Agricultural University, Changsha 410128, China;
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Abstract: This paper, based on the conceptual fluency theory, examines the referential and assertive shifting of nouns.
Because of conceptual metaphor operation, the referential function of English nouns is shifting to assertive function under
the influence of Chinese and English cultural difference and Chinese language conceptual system in the conceptual
process, such as conception construction and conception reorganization, etc. i.e, the noun is from referring to a specific

thing to asserting abstract conception, a specific event, or an imaginal and vivid situation.
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W IR R R IBTT R . A B8 FR A 25 B
R FEA— @ e A S P BB, A
FEHSE IR A, anfRREM S . KUARFRAE | JE
RS, W, wmHEFA, EHheE. (L
- B TAE)) A “HE RORIRIEEN; Ex
RIFRARE, Fif, TEARKFF. (LG - 85ER
TZAE)) BT SREHERY); 4+ A, %
RIFFHE, mx. (EEFEN Z4)) “E” &
NSRRI XIIESCTHE Y, SRR BL T B
W SRR, o CERET MR ITIREL
AT R S A CEEREE B EE
Jra, TAE TS T PRk AR Sk R 4% 1] £ 00 1)
R FAARA T B, B, MR Lakoff and
JohnsonPI M £, 15 5 A& DA By i 7 AL 1
WSt 2 DA BRI 7 U A Y . Sk, X AR RRBR
R IR AR B, AT X5 Sk
I MrmE R, (HH TR L DUEE 53
SR E, HREAEMLGEWTE, BT kRm
Mg, MIOEMLESZmmR . Wik, A3
MM A Ak, TS R E R T,
YEIE 24 F Sh A A 2 1 44 R HE RN 3R i e 4, oy
AT B () 2 I REME R S S R AN 440
BERIREM , DLW S A R G b BRAR 4200, o
D

—. B EA

(=) HLTF AL B2 ey B A

HES A (conceptual fluency ) ¥ Marcel
Danesi #2H 010, HZ.OW S EREERT,
WKiE T HRZEW S EZMESHE S, WHE
b i 1 1) BB AR AR O S, KB TR S
R FEZE Y BRI Danesi X A5 H AR A2
— PP E S {8 (conceptual calquing ) BL %, #R¥E
WS RIBITFE, 1E4A L (0-point) FIfEm L (1-
point) AR R_EAWIAZ LR, EXMRR .,
FEEAR S (0-point ) FeIkMIHEEBEAR, BRI R
Wi SC (1-point ) FIBMIMEEEEASE, RIBEMHE SR,
WS F AR TR AT T AU, B R RS R
T Y HE & 08, Kovecses $5 & (BN X )
WEWESY, — A, 8 a4
B R T BEASA B 5 RN RIER S, FEEA AR

PR T X F— A BAEE, Ak (N
) oG E AL, RIRAEA L IR
HFR s = A E R, Fak iy Eahge L1l

WS A 5 By B N R . AR
Lakoff and Johnson AL, A5 = A [F) 2 AY (g 4
SRR R AR MBS S, SR
( Structural Metaphors ). 3 i 2 9 5 =X — 4
Wk FR IR T — S, XM Z RIS
SR E SCEE, fm: LIFE IS A JOURNEY %5, %
—Hb, Jrfilargr (Orientational Metaphors ), LL—
A8 223 A4k e 1 A A S, 3 SE R
RKERMET HRLE ML K, W HAPPY IS
UP % . %5 = FF', A& /& K m ( Ontological
Metaphors ). 38 # Fe— A~ HAR 1) J57 Fn 5L 4Ok 3R ik
B A A, ORI X W B RD SE AR T 1 4
I A B H 0y PERIR . fn, THE MIND IS A
MACHINE 4807, [F] R, X SEE &y 3Rk 52 30k
K BB LSS 5

WU, M U S T 2 > 3 0T o R
AR IR A HERR RS DIV, X R T S
PIBEE TR, [RIE, SO&— AW T &1k
P18 S B A R AR . e — L FE R, B
A 77 A A% H A4 2 S W ARE S U A g A
o FRRIRE S IRBL T 2% 2 & X B AR i 1R 51
PR B HAMAIENEET . M R 2R

WA A R A w AR, BB R G H AR
LSRG, n, HEEERE A H R TE

MR, AL EA, SR
LSRR B ENER Y BERLE R H AR TE A
A AE S SR DL B — R o E AR [ B,
XA A T R AL G PR TR R Y RE RS
HAREREEE AR, BRI BAniE B &t
fraRik a8l

(2D #2252 IRIETRFRA T EEEE R

MATA B RS R, AR Y, W
PR B 4 i A ARE S i T B, B R SR ARV .
mMAERLEEDHFERBEAREMESR
(image ), BEMWAISMAFFINECNL, F#&
It FERITRE S A 2 [ A — R 20, i LA
I EE . mA SNBSS (map ) Z5 AT,
LANARFR Y, iR R SARE, BRIk
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KPP RYRRAL, BRI PR RRE, S inR ik
HYEIYX R, Talmy 5, RIGES 25 P4
P4l 7 SRS R AL e PR S, [ AE A L&
AR SR BIE T RIE, MENEWR
FBW AT AP SRR, Kovecses M2 B
M fEEAR Y, A LR Eom a BRm AT, BT R
mEHEY), WelRKFEM, HIESRE T E R
U gy 3 L IR R e B B AR, H
B 4 A A T DA o P EOR B AR . AE AR R
Z 1) AR, R PRD RO R ; B
b AR A5 [F]— =5 4 v i B — Sl A A AR S B
T — AU, T LS AT R GE Y ik AR
EH AT, BESINABRI T AKE 4R
RS A, B — R U B ) —
AR, Py 1 —F i B 4ET 220 Talmy
R T B JERENRY BTt AT R
PE, BRI S & 1 44 18 T LS A4S 3 i IR
ATREN Y. FikTT ke (actionalizing ) AN
LHEEIEAME G0, il Xt , BT
XGOS 50EsiZ s, it AR
T SCHUR I T4 X 0 R 43 BRI B 5t
b, WETAT AP R A S R ME Gk . 7 Ry sk
CI N A T Dk R un i S A Y NS i
PRI S B0 A A T 4 3t A e i 7 il ik
R AR FRBOIRES, anil,

(1) a. Hail (stones) came in through the
window.

b. It hailed in through the window.

(2) a. Ice is forming over the windshield.

b.It is icing up over the windshield.

(3) a.She ejected spit into the cuspidor.

b. She spat into the cuspidor.

(1a) ®1 hail ZoRPikvkE, (1b) iR T
VKB A FHAFEEE . (2a) HAY ice FRIKX R
Ji, (2b) WY icing BRI 45 vk i ok AR EOR A
(3a) H spit F/RMER, (3b) H AT spit Lt 2
E R IR

=\ RMigEH S RIAEFRIRIR LR

Lakoff and Johnson 53, 155 RGtie— A
AT BRI A S R Al FE R Sk . WAL

VERTI LGN R 22 5, ATl PR ) PRk edfe

(=) RMESLERTZITEMFREE X
FHIE

Tamly f5i, JGERERFYEFAET, H
[) B BT ) 336 i 4 X R AT AT S Ak Y RE
71, BTEShAAT IRt T AR 20 iy i
6 55 AL X B A A HE R SO AR A, RK
HYM S RS, AT sh S
B4k, Wi, BRRYEAWIE R, 146 RS ik
Kzl

(4) a.The ceremony was attended by heads of
government from eleven countries.

b.He_heads a group representing the families of
the British victims.

Head A& X g3k, ZEMI—HR, (A8 .
R H SRR E . XEEGEAE s
Bk B R R S DL R AR R ZE R, A
T AE B A op Ay A AR AR AL T Oy . X —
BN EREEERT , SR, (4a)
H head BRAR R —HrERHABHAW DT A 18
DUETR WA Sk AW” “SkB” “S” ik,
(4b) i head NFEHREATEABHLUF X HAT B
Tio HMLTIAE I, WA CH R 2 — A
A& B R ny L 72, (HORE T W8 Y
6. M (4a) #| (4b) head 7ERJHITNRER LT
WU, ARSI SIR I RE, (HHEM &R E
TR, Bk head E N A IRAITEFRIIGE, 1M
& EMRSE R s, BRIR T REE—
o MYE Talmy @S, EARITREIA T B
% 5 G g 0 XA R B 1A
ML ERIC R, BIBEETEEIIREM L, Wik
RSB AR N

(5) a. He’s always lived in the shadow of his
brother.

b. Guards shadowed the escaped prisoners for

several miles before capturing them.

Shadow A SCHIHSE , Wi, mabF—A3R0
H— AW Z B P A 38 ) o 7E A B U IR
— BB i B AR SO, A A RE B
HE 3 F b, 77 SR R T 4 A9 8 — ¥ 43 B IR X
XN, AT, ANTJCHkEES A C Y
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ErmmE, IO TE, e ATHER
o ETE R, AT 5 A AT — S RS
g, Bk, (5a) HEAARIRE L, [HAA XA
e —RikEds (B3R ) MmE L. BIFRR—A%Z
G — NAEEEZIREm, Fik, F—AACH
PERS GRG0 5r K. (5b) i & O IR &
PR PR ER B, 3K — B iR IR S PR i g5 5 1
WREATE T IRES AR BEX — 5 b o (HAEX —15
g, SEPRPN AR X —AT B 44 1R 4E FR
RETAAE , ABAER R ahin A AR R L ek
KT B, AIMA HN RS, £ iRT8 PR
—MIAEIRBNTE () Ry FE; A K
N ghinl i S, HARFRE L — 2 — e R A
fif o (HX PR, A RS Y ) B A
PERYHRR . A

(6) a.You may read my story and say | was an
emotional cripple.

b. The horrific costs can leave couples financially
devasted and emotionally crippled.

(7) a. The couple are locked in a bitter legal
battle over custody of their children.

b. Many species of birds are battling extinction.

FHN, WG Langacker BOWLSE,, 241 R2S (0]
FAAE (THING ), glim) 2k R s i) i F sl o
% (PROCESS OR RELATION ) 4 251, [H gk, 7
SEIRAE R PR IR A [T, A2 2 ()AL A2 ) B 1]
WL TR AL R

(Z) BIAER T R IAEMRERA R X AFE

K R AT A W SN [ B T S e
P R ) o S B W ARS8, st ie i,
AR B —A S P E R B AR, B — S
PER AT R IR — A BA S — R E Y RO 2
. BT I JERMEE, XA E R
SERMAERYZIRT 157 1 4400 A PR BAR R ) 3]
iR B BRI — I 0 285 1 T Y e R

(8) In the bad old days women used to be
chained to unhappy marriages for financial or social
reasons.

(9) The path snakes through the trees and up
the hill.

(10 ) Susan showered kissed on the baby.

(11 ) The horses thundered across the valley

floor.

(12 ) Both parties seem implacably opposed to
bridging their differences.

(8) H chain A& “HE4&7 “BiBE”, FME
SRR R DUERWAH CPiEE. e m
B4R, . FTaEEE 8, (9) M)H Snake A<
SOy cwe”, HAE S 4 i BESE A ; (10 ) shower
A “BEWT, AfEShRR R KRS T (11)
thunder 4~ L “ RGeS, A5l 0] 4 25 W T
it; (12) bridge A XKy “#rEE”, RVEShRIRRTR
A (ZH), WM (OB). DUER “#F. &
&7 MmN RGN A . KR, W FLE
B o IXSEARIE N N B TR AT 3K ik gk 1 X
FH 2 i 45 7 A 5L A4 = 0 1) AR 0 Ok 415 3R 2 28 A i
1, SR 0 e, BRI A% I B 4 Bl i
IS IARFR PRI 4 . FEIAMZE , 83 fR
WAk O T R 2 0 Zh A T 2 Bk, AT
MR D, BATET, WREIET S A
H B RIS Gk, Bajimil, Kraigny, &
PEAT OB A ST ARG L VTR L B0 2 i A
MAERATIRET, HPRARDIRERS . FEF, £9745
R LA BES AR, mds M iR A AR
Fp iR — HARZh A A, SR T AR FR ) BRIA Y
Lz Uy

HH AT, FEBR IS T, 4400 A SCHIFR
i S, WS RBE R, TERIIREE T
W AR SR R, TR AR
T, MWz kA28, 7 RSk A A
bR, AR S AT S 5 TG shal Sk,
M EAR | ABh | B S M U TR, SEBLER
PRERIR B 540, HLAE PRI BE 2 7 3 2 Fe il
MRl DIBE 5 3 A

M. $REES RIAEFRFRRE R

Wi H 40 ( conceptual reorganization ) #57E
1 (SLA) fbfed, #—PHEEm & L 5 —
LA S LR, BB B BHE LS R G
HiriEM S RAFMLIWARAEM SRS, B
B . S M IE b B AR IE R BE S AT RAE , AT
T RN BRI B, SR ) IR A A
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o Wik, BERZOWSAE, ERRHERES RGN
HFRE LSRG R, 5B X = i it
PR — ML SAIE L, AR —FEA R RAL 2728,
Danesi WFF55# W fida i, 72 BTE¥ 256 ik
F I, ORI Y 2] A5AS BE R B A ) R iR
FIE, 5 T A S XA AT R A A 4
o, (HA WA RE TR 22 5, SRLeAy
BWHFHFETENMERSEY, ANEITFATTF
e B, 2720 8in i FE a2 — S s 1)
1 FR08, Danesi B LG HE A E Lo = FIEL: &
4 ( isomorphisms ) . # 4 & A& ( partial
overlapping ) A4 ( differentiation ) 131, EHEIL
PIFNE S RGN 2250, B XA H A &
AR, R, E R DS T SO e B 2ok
E S EHN =MIEX ., MEES, BHEW
Ff i 1 SRR B R s 2, A A
[Fi) £ vy e S, B S TE A R IS DR Rk —
B MEETRES, A5 T SRR S 5
M, BRI AN [R] 2R IR A A R 43 A (W) A
ol BEEEMN, DUEMISTERA X, #Ha5e
AANIE], BISE A ISR RIS 18 2938

(—) BZESIR R IAEIRRR TR

W& E 4 (isomorphisms ) T87E1E = 4, BHE
I H bR AT SO HA XS 0y, HWE
HAMR RS, B8 HOAH R BRI 4] R
LT L . BTEEIR), e, .

(13) We need to bring in some new blood to
brighten up our image.

( 14 ) They wouldn’t have the backbone to
disagree with him.

(13) new blood = IfI & KAGH A ML, FHIK
BYBLE, 2HmMAWN, BAFEEMES, 6
g N fitae s, EEEKEm, EFARPESE
FRELEMEM . ERMBGT , 4 HA I RE
BeOF AN B b, REN, B RS, AAWIAE
B, mWNE, EEBRERNA. JBUEF
BWAERMERE, XMALHRZAMEES.
(14 ) backbone 11 7] LIS AU FRAR , S PIRN1E
BRIEPHAERE OB e, PRI,
BT, XEER THAESHMESNES. W
W, FEBRMIB TS, EATAS IR IR Bk S ) 345

PR ZAEE .
(15 ) a. Peace marked a new dawn in the
country’s history.

b. The realization dawned that few of them

would survive.

(16 ) a. This is the new face of banking in
American.

b. We have to face the reality that, so far, the
treaty has had little effect.

dawn, U], Jhum. BEOL. WiZF. DUERMIE
B RER R C S B ELFRTR, (15) a-b 45
THRBIE , JFIRBEAR, JTIA N F R SEDNME,

Hi (15) 1 (16) W1, 7E4 0% Zhinl i 72
o, e AR PR EARR Y, AR E A Rk B A
FY R RRAL AT B, FHEFRE— DB AR
EREREY; Bishin s, WFRAHE—13)
VES A, RIS DU AR R, AT X0 9 35 A&
PATHE, A ZE AR AR R IR B SO R A AT A
L

(2D LS E SRR IAERRR SR

AR MESES, ACELM=AITE Y
A

S—Jrm, B, AR, BRI
BB AFAER /7 F I IR R S, RIKLSAH
[F a2, an:

(17 ) a. It’s the only possible cure for our
chronic trade deficit.

b. Better quality control might cure our
production problems.

(17a) WOGEM “RPHDZS” J5k—) R
BT . R, TISER R “RPE, HARE
X RIRTT R L, 7E B SR IR R
wrxsE, RUEAMRL, B (17b) M4
R EhIE, cure FoRfik, M oa-b, #inlHTEH
) S P e A I BRIR AT AR BE ), XA AR
W, BRSO TR R ZDUE R, T 20 DOE
MYEESATH A, T FRAR S SO R A& 1T
.

S5, JECME, B ARRL CERAr A
] )o LA B Ry 5 A UE A =7 1] BRI A X 45
i, HErRRRREE AR i
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( 18 ) a. Enrico was too good, an old fox,
cunning. He was giving nothing away.

b. This is the sort of proposal that foxes the
opposition.

Fox RPN, PEIERA . MY cugiR
v, BT, AR EE, e K2 %
Xf il FEIPR S A AT A5 5 A=A T BORE s IR
IREGBE KOG, AR/, LEFE RS i i 2
RN, AR, 51 NLI AR MR A AR B
PEOPLE IS ANIMAL, #IRAH (¥ Fr il 1 e 55 39 A B
b, AR (18a) HETRIBHMRAS, B
ZEEMN, WA A, FERIMEIER NS . DUE
A RS, EEIEEANRE, it 2w,
— M A S, i B, W I A R
A AT AR AN o TEIX —Z8 4k o TR FR e — B Y
Y, PHER N, FRMPR R — 4R w2
TAS B, B T REER T R RE. A
(18a) #| (18b ) FFINMH —LLkEA AYRHILE, 4.
HA R IREE AR “R R X —ahff
fF, DUERA IREE” M. RS F R
WA, JEUAE, DURML S RE Ear ik
WHBRIATIRE . Wl 2T, 7ESE DR,
GAFTERR P AL S, EFR TR B AR W 2145 FR
HARKE—RHE, X — 3 e 3 SR By S VR
EelRIny, AL Sl i s 1 HBRGR E .

=05, JBEAARE, AR, FEDUEM
W TE TS T R B A ), HE A [ ] 5 3
HARRMHFE RIS N

(19 ) She had the guts to decide what she
wanted and go for it.

(19) guts, WIE, (JU95) M H . HiKIEH
S, MHE, BE. . DUET A AN SR
ik, DOEEE A “JE” (gallbladder ) 15 5 <,
e JEE, M, JHIR. Xan. BGEM IR
(tiger ), R/WFHMEM A, MEHFEM “MWr"
(Lion) RBMAHFM S, ik, HRATFRFER
ORI T PIAE S SRS, PR —
FhiE T R G R ER S,

( 20 ) aThe treaty should strengthen ties
between the two countries.

b.Many young mothers feel tied to the home and

children.

(21) a.A belief in freedom is often seen as the
cement of our nation.

b.The aim of president’s visit was to cement
relations between the two countries.

(20) tie, FoRUH ., WIHRRKR ., 4
i BRR, MBGEN M (bridge ) >k 3Rk A
o AR B RIBIE AR AR FRAR R S,
IR B IE AR, DT BT 28 35 1 i 3 S
ATF), tie $RARAE . 29045 Bridge 59k G (2
PR, W () 4. P4 (21) cement , 7K
P, JiEFR R, HSOUE (bridge ) #E&AH
A, (HFRARREmR . JUE (KR, BEE) F
W, BARTHIEAA 4, SRR E XA
S ARG . Fr L, EIEA AT LA 7 i
el 1) FIHESCA XA, (BIEFRE AN ;
2) BRI TR, (H S e R A A
AL 3) FEFREARRYIAIE, BT 54 DR
REXWAAEZES] Hit, DUE B ASEE S M 5
IEEEHE e S I (NP I TR R DO e A T I o v e =
YIATR, HPGRE HEERHS .

S, JBAMRE, #AEARR . RN
VB RN ST 7E - 1 R I A R A, (H BT SR A R
AN .

(22) You are a chicken, that’s why you won’t

climb the tree.

chicken, £ B A X S50, Jeif o EOR
X, BN, fGR . DUEHR IR SERE . MERF, P
Moo ZEDUR @A W7 SREAMEIM S,
JE/NINER . B84, chicken FOFEFRE st kL T
Ak, XASAEER TR IVER, A ST AE
M, AR SCAEE ST, SR EEA
], Lakoff and Johnson #§ i, —/>3CfbH 4 s
3 A FEAAN B 5 3 A SO R i B e AL 1 448 K
ZROEAM SR B0, bfese . SCbSE A
AW SR MR AP AT E M SRS
Pavlenko MBGEFI SR RIGA EETR 1Y, Uik
HBME S EE R KRB, JWik, 723X rgfEH
T, BRIk g AR, T AR R Lk
CNE N

(23) a.Airlines began to impose a $50 cap on
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commissions for domestic flights.

b.The interest rate has been capped at 11.5
percent.

(24 ) a.The photos caused a storm when they

were first published in Italy.

b.He stormed off to the bathroom and slammed
the door behind him.

c.She stormed, ‘Don’t you know who I am?’

(23) cap, WET, DUEMRIRIES BN
AN, e MPEROZYIA PR, BNE, A
BOLIKIE . 965 (23a) 48 (sl shny )
MRA, ERR. (23b) $88@ (Wegealisc ) m b
F. (24) storm, ZXW, FEAWNHERKS, 3@
T NATTAY AR 0 2 AN RS DU L i AR K
AR F IS, a0 e i 58 KU .
(24a) AR IR SRR LS AR I . {1
P A] RE SRR B Z L BRI 1 A AR 52 A
MBS, FRik T —FRZU ORE L . (24b)
1 (24c) WAl FRRFE A L—FiE AE B HAE R
A T3 AR ALFNHE N DL — Tl w1 A i) 285 B
Ui . RIRIKMM R ERY 2257, HAEmE OA
DR, HAL S S0k A T80, Hm R
W MR R BRI

(=) BLSEMITR R IAEFIRMRIR %

WE & HEH (differentiation ) 35EFE A1 H AR E A
RIKPM RN, 524l HREkRRIEM
o HABPRE UAZBER W, BEAS 5
R IK, HARFRE SO B SO 5 i 44 1)
REDRE . AN

(25) a.A cloud of suspicion is hanging over
him.

b. Her political future was clouded by allegations
of misconduct.

c.Make sure that personal motivation is not
clouding your judgment.

(26 ) a.We had a good bitch about Steve while
he was out.

b.He was quite talkative about his wife, mostly
he bitched her.

(25) cloud, =; =%, (25a) (GIEAHER
1) Mz, B, (25b) A (1E3h. FFsR

17 ). (25¢) TP (% ); 48 () fifiiR. M
TR —W) (HAES ) BIHEFREE—28Y) (gt
&), MRIPGERE—FF. (26) bitch, (fEMEH
i) W s IO MR, (26a) FlERXEING
Hy S AMAMREFE . (26b) 5L, KA
(EEFN ) X —BE A R MR R —
RAFHEMIE—1FE, BJr MRS —1Th. W
DUBEHBA MR ERE, EeMsh e,
DRl AR AR T SORAGA T SO AN 2 DUE RSN,
] F) e 3 EAR BRI B A 1 A

M ERT A, ERLEEA LR, HIEEMIN
RS, AR R IR, HAERERIE
Pt FRE R A 3B MDA A
I, ORI M DOE LS T AL, R
PRIERIR 2 ke . SCHEATIR s AL A2 5 24
PR BE S A DUB LS JC R, sDUE R
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