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Impact of the labor migration and gender differences on farmland abandonment
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(a.School of Economics and Management; b. Research Center of Rural Economics and Management, Southwest
University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: Based on the data of China Labor Force Dynamic Survey (CLDS) in 2016, from the perspective of the division
of labor within the family, the behavioral economic implications of labor transfer under gender differences have been
analyzed and the influence mechanism of migrant workers on farmland abandonment has been further discussed. The study
found that labor force’s migrating for work significantly increased farmland abandonment and compared with male migrant
workers, female migrant workers had a more obvious impact on farmland abandonment. Heterogeneity analysis results
showed that social services can reduce the probability of farmland abandonment by migrant workers but the willingness of
farmers to adopt social services was low after female farmers went out for non-farming job. Further, after adopting the total

household income as the adjusting variable, the positive impact of female migrant workers on farmland abandonment has

been enhanced.
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