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Urban-rural integration: historical evolution and strategic choice of rural infrastructure
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Abstract: Since the establishment of People’s Republic of China, the rural infrastructure in China has gone through three
stages: the early development stage, the rapid development stage, and the urban-rural integration stage, with the focus
successively on meeting the basic needs, development needs and upgrading needs of rural residents. Rural infrastructure
and living environment have been continuously improved and the integration of urban and rural infrastructure has been
further deepened. At present, however, the shortcomings and weaknesses of rural infrastructure are still evident, the power
of factor support needs to be strengthened, the public participation needs to be promoted, and the institutional mechanism
for urban and rural infrastructure integration needs to be improved. In order to accelerate the development of rural
infrastructure, it is necessary to take the integration of urban and rural infrastructure as the main direction, break down the
institutional walls and barriers, unify planning, construction and management, handle the relationship between urban and
rural areas, government and market, current situation and long-term development, equity and efficiency, etc., and promote
the full integration of rural and urban infrastructure with differences but without gaps, so as to ensure that the rural residents

have almost equal access to public infrastructure and its services as the urban residents.
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