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“Comparison”: the underlying logic inherent in mobilizing migrant workers in rural water
conservancy construction project——Based on the historical investigation of
the South Dongting lake reconstruction project from 1952 to 1953
CHEN Xiangke, YANG Bokun, HAO Xiang
(College of Marxism, Hunan Agricultural University, Changsha 410128, China)

Abstract: Using the basic concept “comparison” in the logic of Chinese traditional cultural thinking and based on a case
study of mobilizing migrant workers in the South Dongting Lake Reconstruction Project from 1952 to 1953, this paper
analyzes the underlying logic inherent in the mass mobilization of rural water conservancy construction project: the
construction of the model images of the volunteer army and migrant workers by the project headquarters , serving as the
reference point of “comparison”, and focuses on establishing a logical connection between the behavior of volunteer
army's “going to the battlefield” and that of the migrant workers' “repairing dikes and embankments”. Through the
reinforcement of emotion, age, political affiliation, values and situational factors, grass-roots cadres encourage the
migrant workers in the context of “comparison” to strive to be volunteer military heroes and the role models like Li
Zufan. Meanwhile, migrant workers, out of their identification with the reference points, have transformed “comparison”
into their conscious actions, enhanced their ideological awareness, improved labor efficiency, and strengthened their
political identity. This indicates that only by truly following the logic of “comparison”, emphasizing the rationality of
“comparison”, and achieving the sublimation of “comparison”, can the purpose of “comparison” be better achieved.

Keywords: water conservancy construction; mass migrant workers; Dongting Lake District; “comparison”
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