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Income threshold effect on Chinese farmers’ decision-making about their children’s
pursuit of urban education
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Abstract: Based on a sample of 7 617 rural households from the Chinese Family Panel Studies (CFPS), this study employs
a threshold effect model to analyze the impact of household income on the Chinese farmers’ decision-making about their
children’s going to school in cities . The research findings indicate that household income exhibits a threshold effect, with
the income threshold set at a relatively high level. When household income falls below the threshold, its influence on the
farmers’ decision about their children’s pursuit of urban education is insignificant; however, once it surpasses the
threshold, it has a significantly positive impact on the decision. Furthermore, the study identifies heterogeneity in the
income thresholds for Chinese farmers’ children to pursue urban education under different circumstances: with the income
threshold higher for primary education compared with secondary education, for inter-county migration as opposed to
within-country migration, and for synchronous enrollment rather than asynchronous migration. In light of these findings,
it is recommended to further reduce the income threshold for farmers’ children to study in cities by refining the educational
cost-sharing mechanism for agricultural migrant populations. Additionally, tailored policies for supporting urban

education should be implemented based on specific circumstances.
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