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Administrative absorption of society: Analysis of transitional village people's
mediation practice and its functional dilemma taking village A
in southern Jiangsu as an example
YU Jieyang
(College of Law, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: Transitional village is a new rural picture formed in the process of urban-rural integration. People's mediation is
a mechanism for responding to demands and resolving conflicts in transitional villages, and the function of people's
mediation is related to the effectiveness of governance in transitional villages. Taking village A in southern Jiangsu as an
example, the analysis framework of "action in social structure - governance structure in action" is constructed based on
the Administrative Absorption of Society model to explore the mediation practices and causes of dilemmas in transitional
villages under the change of governance structure. The study finds that the transitional villages are characterized by
asynchronous discrete production and life dimensions, frequent mixed disputes, and complex social structures, but the
practice of people's mediation in transitional villages shows expedient action strategies, and the mediation function
becomes dysfunctional. The dilemma of the function of transitional village people's mediation reflects the paradox of
strengthening grassroots governance and weakening social control. The cause of the dilemma is that the grassroots
government has established a one-way governance structure of "administrative absorption of society" through control and
assimilation in the transitional countryside, and the one-dimensional governance structure is mismatched with the
complex social structure, and the function of people's mediation is dissipated. To restore the function of transitional rural
people's mediation, it is necessary to build a two-dimensional mixed governance structure, promote the social
re-embedding of mediation subjects, and realize the unity of expectations and practices of transitional rural people's
mediation function and effective rural social governance.
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