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The impact of children’s going out on agricultural labor supply of the rural elderly:
Based on the perspective of intergenerational support
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(1.School of Social Development, Tianjin University of Technology, Tianjin 300382,China;
2.School of Finance and Public Administration, Hubei University of Economics, Wuhan 430205,China;
3.College of Humanities and Development, China Agricultural University, Beijing 100083,China)

Abstract: Using the 2018 CHARLS data and the IV-Tobit model, the perspective of intergenerational support is
introduced to re-examine the influence and mechanism of children’s migration on the agricultural labor supply of rural
elderly. The study finds that children’s migrant work has significantly increased the agricultural labor supply of the rural
elderly, and uncontrolled endogeneity will underestimate this effect. The mechanism analysis shows that children 's
migrant affect the agricultural labor supply of the rural elderly, through the labor substitution effect of the lack of child
care, the income effect of intergenerational economic support net value, and the agricultural production crowding out
effect of parent-child care, among which the labor substitution effect is dominant. The heterogeneity analysis shows that
under the influence of “responsibility ethics”, children's migrantation significantly increase the agricultural supply of the
elderly in families with upward and downward flow of intergenerational economic resources. Therefore, it is necessary to
have a deep understanding of the impact of labor mobility on the rural traditional family pension system, further improve
the rural pension system, advocate the creation of a balanced intergenerational relationship.
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