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The impact of e-commerce participation on rural gender income gap

CAO Zengdong?, YUE Zhonggang?, CHENG Xinwei?

(1. School of Economics and Resource Management, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, Ching;
2. School of Economics, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunication, Nanjing 210023, China)

Abstract: Based on the tracking survey data of 6686 rural households in 10 provinces from 2014 to 2020 and data of
China Family Panel Studies in 2020, the influence and mechanism of e-commerce participation on rural gender income
gap have been studied by using the family specialization theory, gender comparative advantage theory, and multistage
difference-in-difference method. The results show that e-commerce participation significantly narrows the rural gender
income gap. Through improving work flexibility, e-commerce participation helps females balance housework and paid
work and improves the female labor force participation rate. E-commerce participation is conducive to strengthening the
advantages of females’ service skills and weakening the advantage of males’ physical skills, thus reducing the gender
income gap. For women from families with more traditional gender norms, lower-skilled areas and Central and Western
regions, the impact of e-commerce participation is much more obvious, which reflects the inclusiveness of e-commerce

participation.
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