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Whether digital literacy promote farmers’ participation in rural governance or not: Analysis
of the mediating role based on subjective socioeconomic status and sense of political efficacy

SHANGGUAN Lina!, WEI Chuke!, DU Yuping?

(1.School of Political Science and Public Administration, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China;
2.Library, Jianghan University, Wuhan 430056, China)

Abstract: Based on the data from the 2021 Chinese Social Survey, the article examines the effects and mechanisms of
digital literacy on farmers’ rural governance participation behavior by constructing ordered Logit regression models and
mediation effect models. The study found that digital literacy significantly and positively affects farmers’ rural
governance participation behavior; except for digital financial literacy, different levels of digital literacy have a
significant role in promoting farmers’ participation in rural governance; subjective socio-economic status and external
political efficacy play a positive and partially mediating role in the process of digital literacy’s influence on farmers’ rural
governance participation behavior. The findings suggest that in order to enhance the effectiveness of rural governance, it
is necessary to focus on the supporting construction of rural digital infrastructure to bridge the digital divide at the access
level, as well as to improve the digital education system for rural residents, maximize the release of digital dividends, and
enhance the sense of political efficacy of villagers.
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