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Impact and mechanism of cross border e-commerce reform on urban entrepreneurial vitality:
A case study of the cross-border e-commerce comprehensive pilot zone investigation
LIN Xiaoyi', SHEN Zhixuan?, ZHUANG Huiming*
(1.Fujian Business University, Fuzhou 350001, China; 2.Hunan University, Changsha 410006, China)

Abstract: Using the establishment of a comprehensive cross-border e-commerce pilot zones as a quasi-natural
experiment leveraging data from the China City Statistical Yearbook and industrial and commercial business registration
data from 2010 to 2021, this paper employs a difference-in-differences model to examine the impact of cross-border
e-commerce reform on urban entrepreneurial vitality. The research reveals a significant increase in the number of new
enterprises established in the comprehensive pilot zone as a result of cross-border e-commerce reform in the region, and
this conclusion holds after conducting various robustness checks. Mechanism analysis indicates that the reform enhances
entrepreneurial activity in the pilot zone by expanding market transaction scale and optimizing the business environment.
Heterogeneity analysis suggests that the positive effects of cross-border e-commerce reform are more pronounced in the
central and western regions and areas with lower levels of market development. Furthermore, the reform predominantly
stimulates entrepreneurial activity among individual businesses, large and medium-sized enterprises. Additional analysis
indicates that cross-border e-commerce reform also plays a role in driving employment through entrepreneurship, with a
more pronounced impact on promoting employment in the tertiary industry.

Keywords: cross border e-commerce reform; entrepreneurship vitality; cross-border e-commerce comprehensive pilot
zone; enterprises; DID
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