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Common prosperity of farmers and rural areas in China:
stylized facts and obstacle factors
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(School of Economics & Trade, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract: Based on the systematic elaboration of the theoretical connotation of common prosperity of farmers and rural
areas, the evaluation index system has been constructed from four dimensions—material prosperity, spiritual prosperity,
coordinated development, and shared achievements. Based on the panel data of 31 provinces, autonomous regions and
municipalities in China from 2006 to 2022, the common prosperity level of farmers and rural areas has been measured,
and its stylized facts and obstacle factors have been explored. The research shows that common prosperity level of
farmers and rural areas is improving steadily, with a gradient distribution pattern being “high in the east, second in the
middle, and low in the west”, western regions showing a significant advantage of backwardness. The prosperity aspects
are the dominant force to promote the common prosperity of farmers and rural areas, and material prosperity, shared
achievements, coordinated development, and spiritual prosperity being in descending order. The absolute difference of the
common prosperity of farmers and rural areas is widening while the relative difference is narrowing. Polarization loses
momentum. The inter-regional difference is the main source of the overall difference. The common prosperity of farmers
and rural areas shows a “high-high” and “low-low” spatial agglomeration pattern. The space radiation effect of the pattern
“the financial achievement of the pioneers prompts that of the followers” gradually increases. The common aspects are
the main obstacles restricting the common prosperity of farmers and rural areas. Coordinated development is the core
obstacle, and the main obstacle factors include social security, public cultural facilities, regional farmers’ income

tolerance level, income level and education resources of rural areas.
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