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A practical study of rural “life governance” from the perspective of state power construction:
based on field investigation of F village in North China
LU Congcong, DENG Dacai

(Institute of China Rural Studies, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract: The core of state power construction lies in the concentration of political power and the improvement of the
ability to regulate social and economic life. The transformation of national development orientation from production-
oriented to life-oriented has promoted the emergence of rural “life governance”. The openness and lack of authority in
peasants’ daily life form the legitimacy and coupling of state intervention. In the field of rural daily life, the conflicts
between rule power and irregular affairs, rigid governance and soft affairs require that “life governance” not only needs
an intermediate carrier, but also should be soft governance. Through the practice of embedding rules, “life governance”

realizes the knowledge reconstruction and system construction of rural society. Based on this, “life governance” realizes

the nationalization of daily life power on the basis of the reconstruction of daily life power.

Keywords: state power construction; life management; rule embedding; daily life
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