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How does private transfer payment affect the consumption
of rural left-behind family members?
SONG Chengxiao, HU Hao", WAN Yue

(College of Economics and Management, Nanjing Agricultural University, Nanjing 210095, China)

Abstract: Based on the micro-data of China Land Economic Survey, the impact of private transfer payment on the
consumption of rural left-behind family members has been analyzed by constructing a theoretical framework of
“private transfer payment, farmland transfer and consumption of left-behind family members”, and the inner logic has
been revealed from the perspective of farmland transfer. It is found that private transfer payment would significantly
reduce the consumption expenditure of rural left-behind family members, especially the consumption expenditure of
subsistence and enjoyment; it would also widen the consumption inequality, and for the rural left-behind family
members with low and medium consumption levels, this negative effect is more obvious. The path analysis shows
that private transfer payment would induce the rural left-behind family members to rent out or sell farmland, thus
reducing their economic status perception and income time preference, widening the household income gap, and
resulting in reduced consumption and increased consumption inequality.

Keywords: left-behind family members; private transfer payment; consumption; farmland transfer
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