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Digital literacy, employability and non-agricultural employment of rural labor
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2. Rural Revitalization Laboratory, Key Laboratory of Philosophy and Social Sciences of Guangdong Province,
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Abstract: Based on the data of China Household Tracking Survey (CFPS) in 2018 and 2020, the influence and
mechanism of digital literacy on non-agricultural employment of rural labor have been studied empirically. The findings
show that digital literacy of rural labor promotes their non-agricultural employment significantly, and its promoting effect
on the informal employment is greater than that on formal employment. Through upgrading the rural labor’s academic
qualification matching, broadening their learning path and enriching their social network, digital literacy could promote
the employability of the rural labor, and thus boost their non-agricultural employment. Heterogeneity analysis shows that
digital literacy has a more significant impact on promoting formal employment of female and young rural labor, as well

as informal employment of less-educated rural labor.
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