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The operational mechanism and governance effectiveness of the points system in
rural governance from an incentive perspective:
An empirical study based on X Village in western Hubei
LI Haijin, LU Yongchao

(School of Marxism, China University of Geosciences, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: Using the analytical framework of “motivation-behavior-goal” and focusing on the points system in X Village,
Western Hubei, this study empirically describes and analyzes the practice process, operational mechanism, and
governance effectiveness of the rural governance points system from an incentive perspective. The research finds that,
against the backdrop of enhanced endogenous motivation in village governance, increased villagers’ interest demands,
and growing village governance affairs, the rural governance points system encompasses three progressive incentive
mechanisms: motivation generation, behavior shaping, and goal management. This system not only effectively stimulates
villagers’ participation but also aligns their behavior with village development goals, achieving effective participation of
villagers and effective village governance. However, the study also identifies certain limitations, such as the system’s
varying incentive effectiveness among different groups in the rural governance point system, implementation constraints
in villages with low environmental compatibility, and technical thresholds in the selection of points and reward levels. To
address these issues, it is essential to consider the village’s developmental context, set up a reasonable reward and
punishment mechanism, carefully plan the points activities, and strictly enforce supervision and assessment.
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