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How does village cadres leadership influence farmers’ sense
of rural governance effectiveness?
Y1 Yuyuan, CHEN Furong, LIU Caiyan, ZHAQ Yifu"

(Institute of Agricultural Economics and Development, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: Based on microdata from 5971 farmers across 15 provinces, autonomous regions, and municipalities in China,
this study uses a structural equation model to analyze the impact of village cadre leadership on farmers’ perceptions of
rural governance effectiveness. The findings show that village cadre leadership significantly enhances these perceptions.
Mechanism analysis shows that leadership exerts both independent and chain mediation effects through two channels:
farmers’ sense of village identity and democratic participation. The independent mediation effects account for 57.3% and
9.0% of the total effects, respectively, while the chain mediation effects contribute 11.1%. Heterogeneity analysis reveals
that the impact of village cadre leadership on farmers’ perceptions of governance effectiveness is more pronounced in the
eastern and central regions than in the western region. It is recommended to select and strengthen the village cadre team,
foster a stronger sense of village identity among farmers, and refine democratic participation mechanisms to improve the
level of rural governance.

Keywords: village cadres; leadership; sense of rural governance effectiveness; village identification; democratic
participation
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