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Legal structure of fishery rights in the new era:
Current situation, goals and countermeasures
LIN Yu, CHEN Jie", SHANG Xudong

(Rural Economic Research Center of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Beijing 100810, China)

Abstract: The rational and orderly use of fishery resources is directly related to the livelihood of fishermen and the
development of modern fisheries. The ambiguity in the concept and content of fishery rights in “The Fishery Law of the
People’s Republic of China” has led to a mismatch between judicial practice and reality, as well as infringement of
fishermen’s rights and interests. The fishery right is a typical usufructuary right with a public power color. The
establishment of its independent legal status, the regulation of rights and obligations, the clarification of legal structures
such as rights change, transfer, and termination are powerful guarantees for the rights and interests of fishermen. It is an
important institutional arrangement in deepening rural reform and promoting the Chinese path to modernization to
accelerate the process of amending “The Fishery Law of the People’s Republic of China”, establish and improve the
benefit compensation mechanism for fishermen who have lost their water (sea), and build a social security network and

public service security system for fishermen who have traditional livelihoods.
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